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PHILIP GAUNT STARED AT THAT SCATHING SENTENCE. (reom ' THE RISE OF THE HOUSE OF USHER," Our Splendid
- Schoel Story. Intide.)
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A Morry Meal on Board Aller the Gale.
IMPRESSIONS OF A BCOUT ON THE " QUEST."
HE Quest made her final departure from Plymouth
on September 24th, 1921. I final wre,
for we had already left London a week beforo.

We had had a wonderful send-off, both from London
snd Plymouth—in fact, we had been rather overwhelmed

well-wishing people, und were glud at last to be
clear of it all.

I eball not forget in o hurry my first fow days at sea

On the day we left Plymouth T voluntected to go
down the stokehold, and was told off, for o start, to trim
coal. 'Skh is a d.nlt'?‘hthl oceupation, which vonsists of

-golug down into - bunkers and shovelling coal ta
within easy reach of the fireman.

Inside, the bunkers are pitch biack, and the air—well,
there is mo air but coal dust. This finds its way into
one's ears, nose, oves, mouth, and Jungs. One literally
breathes conl dust.

After 1 had trimmed sufficient coal 1 started stoking.
I managed to complete my watch, but the heat did uot
go well with me.

My watches, I may say. were from twelve noon till
fonr in the afternoon, the same hours aga'a in the
morning. During the intervening hours 1 was off duty.
By the tine my next watch bad come round we had run
nto d weather, and 1 was thoroughly sick. M
stoking, 1 must confess, was not up to the mark, an
the beat of the engine-room did not help me much.
ludod,!mlglmt::ndud alive, for T had
cuught a slight chill dtﬁ:igin cold air on deck
after the heat bglow. To m mntters even worse,
the whip was rolling pretty heavily, oviui to the high
‘seas. What with this rolling and the heat, and the
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unsteady nature of wmy limbs, I was very much afraid
1 should fall into the fire or become mixed up with the
crank-shaft in the bilges.

lmmrdiatcl{ I came off watch I made straight for m
bunk, where T remained without eating & morsel unti
twelve noon, when 1 rose again for my next watch.
Ihis was, of conrae, as enjoyable as the others,

My cfforts at stoking were concluded ot the end of
the fourth day, and by that time 1 had partially re.
covered, although as yet T was very woak.

Before we came to Plymouth my work had been
mainly with the cook. Now, however, T was to take my
turn at the wheel and on deck.

As you ean guess, I felt very important during :lay
first hour at the wheel, but thns feeling soon wore off.
Daring one's watch one is wot always om the wheel,
but on deck part of the time.

Decks have to be cleaned every day, 2aila to be hoisted
and takeun in, and then there is all the work conmocted
with sails, such as reefing, colliug ropes, ste.

After the four hours are finished you are on your
watch below. During the “watch below " youn are free
to do nnguning you 1ike, and there is always somel hing
ta do. Yon can wash your clothes and yonrself. If yon
bappen to keep o diary yon can write that up. There
are plenty of books to read. And then, of course, yon
cun always do nothing !

We had now been at sea abont ten days, and had bad
time to sottle down into a kind of routine.

The cook iz called nt half-past five, his fire hvini
already been lit for him by one of the four-to-eigh
morning watch, Ry the way, I hate this watch. 1 am
not sure why, but 1 expeet it is because there is no

chanes of gefting back to bed after it. Coffee is served
for all on watch nt six. Before breakfast the decks,
wheelhouse, and ward-room are sera down. The

ward-room serves as emoking-room, sitting-room, o
dining-room for all hands, and also provi slecping
accommodation for the men. All hands are called at
half-past seven, and breakfast is served at eight.

After breakfast the wateh may be emplayed in various
ways, az cleaning paintwork, ?{nting ship, working
the sails, trimming coal, ete, For these two last jobs
all bands are usnally called,

Lunch i¢ at one in the afternoon. Work slacks off,
and those rest whe feel inclined.

The enginears, stokers, and the cock have their own
work to do, while one usually finds the scientists at odd
times during the day, pottering abont
at some job of their own, besides hav-
ing their watches to do. Dinner is
servad at six, and all are ready to tum
in by nine o'clock.

8o far, then, the weather had been
nasty, but not uccgtimnliy bad, but
m‘n the nlnrkn’iug ufl ctober Ist, h:tlia:
nine o'clock, o o Wprang up
remarkable nplxi‘ty. This was the
first one 1 had encountered.

Tn five minntes the ship was mllinli
%o much from side to &ide that
thought every moment she would ¢
sige,  Someono said later that the ends
of the yard-nrma were touchi
water, was on the after end of the
ship at the Gime and, comsequently, did
not see this,

The sea was breaking over her bows,
sl every time abo rolled she whipped a
large quantity of water over the rails.
We tried to set the mizzen sail, but it
was torn by the force of the wind.

. {411 rights reserved.)
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‘Ahere, after an uneventful voyage, on

* the 26th.

Something Fine in Every Line.

PATROL-LEADER S. MARR,

At oviue time Lthey would

The waves were very high.
tower above us, at the next moment we would away
oit the crest of a big one, looking down inte the trough.

We had sandwighes on deck for lunch, because it was
impossible for dishes to remain on the tubls helow. It
was not untii evening the sea subsided $

The wind had been dead agaiust us, ond to maoke
matters worse the engines had been going very badly,
&0 that we had made practicully no headway.

Later the engines became so poor that we decided to
put in to Lishon for repairs.

We entered the mouth of the Tagus on the night of
Dctober 3rd, We had been promiseti a tug by wireless,
but the promise had been subsequently cancelled because
the tug could not face the seas,

On the mo! of the 4th we steamed up the river
with the tug, 'Elll‘h lutddnow \‘cmll‘lrvnl nul.h Lishon

resented a prott tacle with the sun shining on
lplu white w-lr:un’-; r:'p;cnwfa.

Lasbon is built on several hills, and its streets, for the
moest part, are, consequently, vory s'.u:r. Within the
city many of the houses are painted and plastered over
with clcap designs. There are, however, many fine
buildinga, as in all Continental oities

Palms and other tropical plants grow in abundance
all over the town.

The stretts are cobbled with pol{goull fragments of
stone, and the pavements with smaller pleces which are,
in many of the better parts of the city, worked iuto
Leantiful mosaic designs in black and white,

I was much impressed by the recklessness of the
Portuguese motor-driver. Ha drives at full speed in
the thickest traflic, and T bave seen four cars abreagt
where searcely two wonld have passed in England.

On the 11th we left Lisbon for Madeira, There 15 little
to note excopt that we had engine trouble again, and

uite 8 number of us were none the worse for being sea-

ok,

“We reached Madeira on the 17th, snd anchored off the
town of Funchal, The island vises abruptly from the
waler for upwards of two or three thousand feet, and
the slopes are thickly dotted with houses.

The town of Funchul s built on the slopes, aod is, for
the most part, indescribably dirty. The atreets are
cobbled with small pebbles, very hard to walk upon.
There are scarcely any wheeled vehicles to be seen, with
the exception of a few very ancient motor-cars. The
chief conveyanem—and these you find trundling about in
every guarter—are  rough  wooden
sl , drawn by eattle. Farther up
the lhills, away from the town, the
slopes are covered with sugar cane,
The roads between the plantations
were cobbled by Portugnese convicts.

The 18th of October saw us npder

wiy again for 8t. Vincent, one of the
Cape Verde Islands. We arrived

As we sailed in was
umaged at the utter barrenness of the
land. If ever there was an ironbound
coast, this is one. There was abao-
lufely nothing to see but bare rock
ris.lrlf. very steeply from the sea for up-
wards of ifteen hundred feet, or thera-
abouts. There wore no trees, no green-
sems—there did not even appear to he
any soil. On golng ashore, however,
we found that gt Vincent bore traces
of great voleanic action, and what was
20t bare rock was covered with a dry,
seddish, voleanie earth. Owing to lack
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A Yarn of Great Adventurs by Sir Ernest Shackleton.

ol rain, there was no vegetation oxcept a few mwiserable
stalks of maize on the higher slopes. But for another
wsland 1o the group, which is somewhat more fertile, the
people would assuredly starve.

We journeyed guite a long way among the hille upon
very amall donkeys. This was the first time T had beon
astride one, and I confess for the first hundred yacds
T wons rather at sea. After a while I mode a betier
show, but I do not think thess animals wounld have
made mueh speed-had it not beon for soveral native hors
who kept belabouring their hind quarters with olubs.

We left this wilderness of rock on the 20th, with
our jee-chests well packed with fresh provisions, whick
we had received from a liner that had called there, We
hod  fruit in  sbundance, for we were now entering
tropical waters, where this would be in great demand.

p to this hune our fresh provisions had just lasted
us from port to port. St. Vincent to Rio is » long way,
however, and, having used up onr fresh provisions, we
Iiad reconrse to our ample store of tinned food.

e weather was very bot, and we wore little in the
way of dress, singlets and shorts being worn for the
most part. Those who did not the latter wade
short work of their long tronsers by cutting them. Any
old hat was worn to keep off the sun, and stockings were
dispensal with, only canvas deckshoes being worn.

Shoals of Hying fish were seen practically every day,
numerous schools of perpoises, and ocensionsl albicore.
The weather was very changeable, sometimes blaging
hot, sometimes quite cool and windy. in, we would
be boattered by intermittent squalls of driving rain, or
drenched by a steady torrential downpour. On the whole,

(Continued on page 23.)
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Alor Stoking—" Black '’ Leoks Aboard.
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